Observations on the biological activity of epitestosterone.
Epitestosterone, a 17 alpha-epimer of testosterone is a normal constituent of body fluids in many species including man. It has long been believed that it is devoid of any biological significance. However, it is now demonstrated that in in vivo experiments on castrated male mice it counteracts the action of testosterone on androgen-dependent organs. In vitro experiments show that on the overall antiandrogenicity of epitestosterone participate true antiandrogenic action due to the binding to androgen receptors, strong 5 alpha-reductase inhibiting activity as well as a weak antigonadotropic activity. Epitestosterone is devoid of any embryotoxicity as checked by chick embryo-toxicity screening test.